
The city of Delhi is quite old and big; it also 
attracts a lot of people from different parts 
of the country being the capital and center 
of numerous activities, development and 
opportunities.  

• Due to this trend, the roads of Delhi 
have all sorts of vehicles from the 
primitive bhainsa buggy to ultra 
modern zooming cars, mainly because 
of variety of social, political and 
economic classes and activities. Factors 
such as fast developing Indian economy, 
growing per capita income and outward 
expansion of city inhabitation area have 
resulted in growth of vehicles in Delhi at 
very fast rate.

• As per a study, altogether 48 types of 
vehicles ply on Delhi roads. The 
lucrative and easy financial schemes, 
especially cheap auto-loan schemes of 
the govt. have further boosted the trend 

2 VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND
ACCIDENT STATISTICS

of acquiring more and more latest 
models of cars & two wheelers.

• The trend is further compounded by 
insufficient and not fully dependable 
public transport system which has, to 
an extent, forced the people to own 
their personal vehicles. Though the 
Metro-train lines have expanded and 
new low floor DTC buses under JNNURM 
scheme have been put on road, 
however, much more is yet to be done to 
strengthen the public transport network 
and also the integration of its various 
components. The economic boom and 
fast-life-style of citizens has also led 
them to own private vehicles to save 
time. 

• The alternate fuel options viz. CNG/ 
L P G  w h i c h  a r e  c h e a p e r  t h a n  
petrol/diesel have further lured the 
people for owning private cars.
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• Vehicular population has recorded 
more than 8 fold growth since 1986. 
The growth rate has slowed down in last 
two years. It was 6.67 in the year 2014 
and it further decreased to 6.4% per 
annum in the year 2015. 

• But, the growth has not been the same 
for different kinds of vehicles. Far more 
increase has been seen in the numbers 
of private cars and two wheelers than 
other types of vehicles. 5,34,264 
vehicles were added during the year 
2015, showing an increase of about 
15,500 over the previous year ’s 
registered figure of 5,18,764.  Another

fact is that actual growth of total newly 
added vehicles is mainly due to cars and 
two wheelers (Table 2.2). 

• The growth in the number of TSRs and 
Buses is negative (Table 2.2).  So, the 
dependency on private vehicles is too 
evident. 

Two wheelers constitute bulk of the 
vehicular traffic on Delhi roads and account 
for 64.35 % of the total vehicular 
population. 

• The private cars/jeeps, constitute 31.6 % 
share of total registered motorized 
vehicles. In other words, private 

The total number of registered motor vehicles figured 88,27,431 for the year 2015 i.e. about 
twice the number ten years back (Table 2.1). 
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vehicles constitute around 96% of total 
registered vehicles in Delhi. In contrast, 
Buses and TSRs constitute only 0.36% 

and 0.92 % of the total vehicles 
respectively (Fig. 2.1).
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The number of slow moving vehicles stood at about 207587 (Table 2.3) as per figures 
provided by the MCD. 
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• Bicycles also constitute a major share in 
slow moving vehicles but official 
figures of bicycles are not available due 
to absence of any standardized 
recording system. The mis-match in the 
movement of slow moving vehicles with 
fast moving high-tech vehicles on the 
same road without any demarcation or 
separate lane often contribute to 
increased number of accidents. 

• Delhi has witnessed a sizable increase 
in the number of these e-rickshaws in 
the last few years. Powered by electric 
motors and batteries, these e-
rickshaws have become popular for 
first and last mile connectivity, 
especially to and from metro stations in 
Delhi.

• These e-rickshaws were running un-
regulated as their entity was not legally 
defined. However, the GOI in April, 2014 
made certain amendments in Section 
2(u) of the MV Act, 1988 which brought 
these vehicles within the ambit of 
definition of a ‘motor vehicle’. Since, 
these vehicles were not registered; a 
Public Interest Litigation was filed in the 
Hon’ble High Court of Delhi that 
resulted in court passing orders 
restraining the plying of all e-rickshaws 
in Delhi. Looking at the Socio-economic 
conditions of the drivers of these 
vehicles, the MoRTH, Govt. of India 
issued certain amendments to the 
CMVR, 1989 which were duly notified in 
the Gazetted of India on 8th October, 
2014 and in pursuance thereof, for 
regularizing the existing e-rickshaws 
alongwith the future.

• The Transport Department has started 
registration of old and new E-Rickshaws 
however the speed of registration is very 
slow.

Besides huge number of vehicles belonging 
to Delhi, a large number of vehicles from 
neighbouring states including satellite 
towns of Gurgaon, Faridabad, Sonipat, 
Rohtak, Noida and Ghaziabad also travel to 
and fro using Delhi roads on daily basis. 

• Hence, the actual traffic movement in 
Delhi is much higher and is increasing 
steadily. 

• Another shortcoming exists in the field 
of unavailability of computerised data of 
other state vehicles. On the other hand, 
for Delhi vehicles, it is computerised and 
on-line availability of ownership record 
is available with Delhi Police. In case of 
any accident or otherwise required 
action against other state vehicles is 
delayed for want of ownership details. 

• Vehicles registered in Haryana were 
responsible for the highest number of 
fatal accidents in Delhi among other 
state vehicles. Out of a total 1582 fatal 
accidents, 218 were caused by vehicles 
registered in Haryana. 

• Vehicles registered in Delhi were 
involved in 512 fatal accidents (Table 
4.5). This share could be much higher as 
a major part of fatal accidents caused by 
unknown vehicles (769 fatal accidents) 
can be attributed to these other state 
vehicles which form a sizeable floating 
vehicular population of the city.

Human Population Factor: - 

• The projected human population of 
Delhi is 1,81,67,233 at the end of the 
year 2015. Hence, the population 
density works out to be more than 
12,250 persons per sq. Km. If we take 
into account all registered vehicles in 
Delhi, it comes very close to having 1 
vehicle for every 2 persons in the city(1 : 
2.05). 

10Road Accidents in Delhi 2015



Though total accidents (all types) have 
been showing reducing trend since last 7 
years, but in 2013 & 2014 the total 
accidents have increased. 

• The fatalities however have been 
showing a down trend since last 6 years 
regularly. The road accident fatality rate 
has also been witnessing reducing since 
2009, in 2015, fatality rate remained 
lowest in last 30 years(8.93). 

• The average annual human population 
growth remained below 2% during the 

last 10 years but the average annual 
vehicular population growth revolved 
between 4-8 % (barring year 2009) 
(Table No. 2.4 & 2.5). The road length 
has more or less remained the same. 
This huge gap between two vital 
components has affected road traffic 
adversely. Increasing human as well as 
vehicular population are creating all 
sorts of problems in the city – from huge 
pressure on civic infrastructure to space 
crunch everywhere, particularly on 
roads.
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