Who are vulnerable? - Vulnerable road users
comprise pedestrians, cyclists and those
using motorized two-wheelers who do not
have a protective “shell” around them and
are therefore, more at risk than those in
vehicles.

Vulnerable road users are at additional risk
where their needs have not been taken into
consideration during the planning of land use
or road engineering. In most countries roads
are planned and built to allow motor vehicles
to travel faster while insufficient thought is
given to the needs of pedestrians and
cyclists, thus forcing them to face increasing
risk in use of roads and road crossings.
(Source: WHO: Global Status Report on Road
Safety 2013)

e In 2016, 7375 accidents were reported
in Delhi, in which 1591 persons lost their
lives and 7154 were injured which
affected 8745 road accident victims.
(Table3.1)

e 18.19% of the total road accident
victims lost their lives (16.41 % in the
year 2015). The fatality rate amongst all
road accident victims which has been
decreasing steadily for the last few
years, increased marginally in 2016.
(Table 3.1)

e Pedestrians continued to suffer the
highest casualties as victims of road
accidents. During the year 2016, a total
of 682 pedestrians lost their lives and
2551 were injured as compared to 684
pedestrians who died and 2862 injured
during the year 2015. This represents
42.86 % of all victims killed in the year
2016 as compared to 42.17 % in 2015.
Proportions for the injured pedestrians
were higher at 35.65% in 2016 as against

VICTIMS OF
ROAD ACCIDENTS

34.65% in 2015 (Table 3.2). This signifies
that pedestrians are most vulnerable
victims in fatal road mishaps.

2551 (35.65%) pedestrians were injured
and 682 (42.86%) were killed in 2016.
The trend in the deaths of pedestrians
shows that the share of pedestrian
deaths range between 40% and 45% of
total victims in fatal accidents. (Table
3.2).

Reasons:-

Lack of proper and sufficient numbers of
pedestrian crossings, Foot Over Bridges
(FOB), subways and non-continuous,
intentionally encroached, un-friendly
and poorly maintained footpaths etc.,
ignorance of road safety rules, disregard
to other road users’ rights by vehicle
drivers can be the major reasons of such
accidents.

The condition of road crossing facility is
generally poor and not pedestrian
friendly. Faulty designing of FOBs, lack
of handicap friendly escalators, dark
and dingy subways, lack of thought
regarding requirement of FOBs/
Subways including long distances and
connectivity with arterial roads, lack of
signages useful for pedestrian safety- all
lead to unsafe pedestrians crossing at
level.

The share of cyclist as victims of road
accidents have remained below 10% for
the last 10 years and around 3% to 6%
during last 5 years. In the case of cyclists
injured, this percentage has been
reducing gradually over last 14 years and
has come down from 7% in 2002 to
3.04%in 2016 (Table 3.2).



An overall decreasing trend is being
observed in the deaths of cyclists over
the years and in last 4 years the number
of fatalities has remained below one
hundred.

The Electric rickshaw, was involved in 6
fatal accidents and 50 simple accidents
during the year 2016. 6 persons were
killed and 81 persons were injured in
these accidents.
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Similar trend is visible in the case of two
wheelers (scooter and motor cycle) riders.
Over the last 5 year the number of
casualties among two-wheeler riders is
decreasing gradually except in the years
2013 and 2016 (Table 3.1).

e This is the next most vulnerable
category of victims and accounted for
572 (35.95%) of all fatalities in accidents
in Delhi and 2911 (40.69%) of all injured
victims in 2016. The figure shows an
increase from 2015. The number of two
wheeler rider victims injured in road
accidents decreased by about 11% from
3270(2015)t02911 (2016).

e Accident data thus suggest that two
wheeler riders have been involved in 1
of every 3 deaths or injuries. One
important fact that can be noted from
Table 3.2 is that the share of two-

wheelers as victims (fatalities and
injuries) is gradually increasing.

Over the years, the share of deaths of car
occupants out of total fatalities has
remained between 3% and 5%.

e Though irregular it is showing increasing
trend in last few years. In case of non-
fatal injuries; it has remained between
6% and 9% over the years.

e From Table 3.1, it is clear that the bus
travel is the safest among the road users
and their numbers are showing a
decreasing trend.

Map 3.1(a) to Map 3.3(b) shows the traffic
circle wise concentration of pedestrians,
cyclists and two wheeler victims.

e More pedestrian fatalities were
reported in Northwest and Western
region of Delhi (Map 3.1a).

TOP CIRCLES IN PEDESTRIANS ACCIDENTS
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